
2021 Summer Reading
Recommendations

You can read whatever you like. This is a list of suggested, not required, titles for middle school students.
Reading expands your mind and takes you on adventures you might not otherwise experience. It can be a
window to help you gain new ideas and learn about others, or a mirror to help you understand yourself and
your experiences. As always, if a book doesn't feel "just right" for you, return it and find another. 

We request that you read at least two books this summer to support the growth of your skills. 

what happens to my reading skills if i don't read in the summer? 
When you read books on topics you are interested in or read books in genres you enjoy, you naturally tend to
read more. Reading during the summer decreases "summer reading loss", which is when your reading
development and abilities decline. Keep reading! Reading more often helps you become a better reader! 

Click on the book cover to hyperlink to Sora, Overdrive’s ebook and audiobook platform for schools.
Students can use this website/app to check out free ebooks and audiobooks on computers, tablets, and
smartphones. Information on how to use this website/app can be found on TCMS Library’s Summer Reading
webpage (see below).

are there other resources for summer learning?
TCMS Library's Summer Reading webpage
(https://libguides.monroe.edu/TCMSSummerReading/2021)
has information about podcasts and other ebook and
audiobook resources. 

Brighton Memorial Library's events page
(https://www.brightonlibrary.org/events) provides more
information about summer programming. 

Deena Viviani, Programming, Circulation, and Young Adult Services
Librarian and Caitlyn Stahovic-Barnes, Children’s Librarian

Katie Lambert, Library Media Specialist

curated by:

is this a "required reading" list? 

can i get these books in ebook or audiobook format?

https://libguides.monroe.edu/TCMSSummerReading/2021
https://www.brightonlibrary.org/events
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The Season of Styx Malone, 
by Kekla Magoon
Caleb Franklin and his younger brother,
Bobby Gene, spend an extraordinary
summer with their new, older neighbor,
Styx Malone, a foster boy from the city.
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Twelve-year-old Maxine Chen dreams of being a figure skating champion,
but a remarkably talented new girl at the arena and a racist classmate at
school test her resolve.

 

Before the Ever After, 
by Jacqueline Woodson
ZJ's friends Ollie, Darry and Daniel help him
cope when his father, a beloved
professional football player, suffers severe
headaches and memory loss that spell the
end of his career.

 

Becoming Muhammad Ali, by James Patterson and Kwame Alexander
A biographical novel tells the story of Cassius Clay, the determined boy who
would one day become Muhammad Ali, one of the greatest boxers of all
time.

The Canyon's Edge, by Dusti Bowling
A year after the death of her mother in a restaurant shooting, Nora is
left struggling to stay alive when a climbing trip with her father goes
terribly wrong.

 

Ghost, 
by Jason Reynolds
Ghost, a naturally talented runner and
troublemaker, is recruited for an elite
middle school track team. He must stay on
track, literally and figuratively, to reach his
full potential.

 

Squirm, by Carl Hiaasen
Billy Dickens discovers that his mysterious father lives in Montana, so this
summer Billy will fly across the country, hike a mountain, float a river, dodge a
grizzly bear, shoot down a spy drone, and save his own father.

https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-becoming%20muhammad%20ali%20patterson/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-the%20comeback%20shen/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-before%20the%20ever%20after%20woodson/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-the%20season%20of%20styx%20malone%20magoon/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-the%20canyon's%20edge%20bowling/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-ghost%20jason%20reynolds/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-squirm%20hiaasen/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1


Redwood and Ponytail, by K.A. Holt
Told in verse in two voices, with a chorus of fellow students, this is a
story of two girls, opposites in many ways, who are drawn to each other;
Kate appears to be a stereotypical cheerleader with a sleek ponytail and
a perfectly polished persona, Tam is tall, athletic and frequently
mistaken for a boy, but their deepening friendship inevitably changes
and reveals them in ways they did not anticipate.

 

Crush, by Svetlana Chmakova
Jorge seems to have it all together. He's big enough that nobody really
messes with him, but he's also a genuinely sweet guy with a solid, reliable
group of friends. The only time he ever really feels off his game is when he
crosses paths with a certain girl... But when the group dynamic among the
boys starts to shift, will Jorge be able to balance what his friends expect of
him versus what he actually wants?
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Keep It Together, Keiko Carter, by Debbi Michiko Florence
Keiko, Audrey, and Jenna have always been best friends, and Keiko
desperately wants it to stay that way, but now they are starting seventh
grade, and everything seems to be changing.

 

Loving vs. Virginia : a documentary novel of the landmark civil
rights case , by Patricia Hruby Powell
Written in blank verse, the story of Mildred Loving, an African American girl,
and Richard Loving, a Caucasian boy, who challenge the Virginia law
forbidding interracial marriages in the 1950s.

Ivy Aberdeen's Letter to the World, 
by Ashley Herring Blake

Twelve-year-old Ivy Aberdeen's house is destroyed
in a tornado, and in the aftermath of the storm, she
begins to develop feelings for another girl at school.

 

Danny Constantino's First (and
Maybe Last?) Date,
 by Paul Acampora
Between going to the middle school dance
with his celebrity crush and watching his
mom campaign to be the next town
mayor, Danny has a lot to learn about life
in the spotlight.

 

Click on book cover to link to Sora ebook
and audiobook, if available. 

https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-keep%20it%20together%2C%20keiko%20carter/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-crush%20chmakova/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-loving%20vs%20virginia%20powell/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-redwood%20and%20ponytail%20holt/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-ivy%20aberdeen's%20letter%20to%20the%20world/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-danny%20constantino's%20first/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://www.titlewave.com/search?author_search=Debbi+Michiko+Florence


LGBTQ
Interest

Novel in
VerseSeries

Award
Winner

Graphic
Novel

O
V

ER
C

O
M

IN
G

 B
A

RR
IE

RS
/ 

A
D

V
ER

SI
TY

Tune It Out, by Jamie Sumner
Twelve-year-old Lou Montgomery's life has been centered on her
mother's terrifying plan to make her a singing star, but a crisis reveals
Lou's sensory processing disorder and people determined to help her
address it.

 

As American as Paneer Pie, by Supriya Kelkar
When a racist incident rocks her small Michigan town, eleven-year-old
Lekha must decide whether to speak up or stay silent, even as she
struggles to navigate her life at home, where she can be herself, and at
school, where she is teased about her culture.

Chirp, by Kate Messner
Moving to Vermont the summer after seventh grade, a young gymnast
hides a secret as she makes new friends and investigates her
grandmother's claim that someone is trying to destroy her cricket farm.

 

King and the Dragonflies, by Kacen Callender
In a small but turbulent Louisiana town, one boy's
grief takes him beyond the bayous of his backyard,
to learn that there is no right way to be yourself.

 

Closer to Nowhere, by Ellen Hopkins
Told in two voices, sixth-grade cousins Hannah and Cal learn a lot about
family when circumstances throw them together under one roof and
Hannah's love of order clashes with Cal's chaotic behavior.

https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-tune%20it%20out%20sumner%20/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-closer%20to%20nowhere%20hopkin/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-as%20american%20as%20paneer%20pie/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-chirp%20messner/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-king%20and%20the%20dragonflies/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1


O
V

ERC
O

M
IN

G
 BA

RRIERS/  
A

D
V

ERSITYThe Truth as Told by Mason Buttle, by Leslie Connor
Mason Buttle is the biggest, sweatiest kid in his grade, and everyone
knows he can barely read or write. Mason's learning disabilities are
compounded by grief. Fifteen months ago, Mason's best friend, Benny
Kilmartin, turned up dead in the Buttle family's orchard. An investigation
drags on, and Mason, honest as the day is long, can't understand why
Lieutenant Baird won't believe the story Mason has told about that day.
Both Mason and his new friend, tiny Calvin Chumsky, are relentlessly
bullied by the other boys in their neighborhood, so they create an
underground club space for themselves. When Calvin goes missing,
Mason finds himself in trouble again. He's desperate to figure out what
happened to Calvin, and eventually, Benny. But will anyone believe him?

Isaiah Dunn is My Hero, by Kelly J. Baptiste
His little sister, Charlie, asks too many questions, and Mama's gone
totally silent. Luckily, Isaiah can count on his best friend, Sneaky, who's
always got a scheme for getting around the rules. Plus, his classmate
Angel has a few good ideas of her own--once she stops hassling Isaiah.
And when things get really tough, there's Daddy's journal, filled with
stories about the amazing Isaiah Dunn, who gets his superhero powers
from beans and rice. Isaiah could use those powers right about now.

 

The Epic Fail of Arturo Zamora, by Pablo Cartaya
Arturo is looking forward to a relaxing summer until Carmen, a cute and
funny girl moves into his apartment complex. While he deals with his
stomach turning into a deep fryer over a girl, a smarmy land developer
rolls into town and threatens to change it.

 

Nowhere Boy, by Katherine Marsh
Fourteen-year-old Ahmed, a Syrian refugee,
and thirteen-year-old Max, an American boy,
are bound by a secret that sets them on the
adventure of a lifetime.

 

Click on book cover to link to Sora ebook
and audiobook, if available. 

https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-isaiah%20dunn%20is%20my%20superhero/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-the%20truth%20as%20told%20by%20mason%20buttle/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-the%20epic%20fail%20of%20arturo/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-nowhere%20boy%20marsh/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
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The First Rule of Punk, by Celia C. Perez
Twelve-year-old María Luisa O'Neill-Morales (who really prefers to be
called Malú) reluctantly moves with her Mexican-American mother to
Chicago and starts seventh grade with a bang--violating the dress code
with her punk rock aesthetic and spurning the middle school's most
popular girl in favor of starting a band with a group of like-minded
weirdos.

 

Apple in the Middle, by Dawn Quigley
Bouncing in the middle of two cultures, Apple meets her Indian relatives,
shatters Indian stereotypes, and learns what it means to find her place
in a world divided by color.

Turtle Boy, by M. Evan Wolkenstein
Seventh-grader Will's Bar Mitzvah community service project, visiting an
incurably ill older boy in the hospital, leads to a friendship that is life-
changing for both them and those around them.

 

Twins, by Varian Johnson
Maureen and Francine Carter are twins and best
friends. They participate in the same clubs, enjoy
the same foods, and are partners on all their school
projects. But just before the girls start sixth grade,
Francine becomes Fran -- a girl who wants to join
the chorus, run for class president, and dress in
fashionable outfits that set her apart from Maureen.
A girl who seems happy to share only two classes
with her sister! Maureen and Francine are growing
apart and there's nothing Maureen can do to stop
it. Are sisters really forever? Or will middle school
change things for good?

 

A Thousand Questions, by Saadia Faruqi
Told in two voices, eleven-year-olds Mimi, who is visiting her wealthy
grandparents in Karachi, Pakistan, for the first time and Sakina,
daughter of the grandparents' cook, form an unexpected friendship.

https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-the%20first%20rule%20of%20punk/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-a%20thousand%20questions%20faruqi/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-apple%20in%20the%20middle%20quigley/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-turtle%20boy%20wolkenstein/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-twins%20varian%20johnson/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1


The Only Black Girls in Town, by Brandy Colbert
In a predominately white California beach town, the only two black
seventh-graders, Alberta and Edie, find hidden journals that uncover
family secrets and speak to race relations in the past.

Tight, by Torrey Moldonado
After his quick-tempered father gets in a fight and is sent back to jail,
sixth-grader Bryan, known for being quiet and thoughtful, snaps and
follows new friend Mike into trouble.

 

Save Me a Seat, by Sarah Weeks
Ravi has just moved to the United States from India and has always
been at the top of his class; Joe has lived in the same town his whole life
and has learning problems--but when their lives intersect in the first
week of fifth grade they are brought together by a common enemy (the
biggest bully in their class) and the need to take control of their lives.
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Other Words for Home, by Jasmine Warga
Jude never thought she'd be leaving her beloved older brother and
father behind, all the way across the ocean in Syria. But when things in
her hometown start becoming volatile, Jude and her mother are sent to
live in Cincinnati with relatives. At first, everything in America seems too
fast and too loud. The American movies that Jude has always loved
haven't quite prepared her for starting school in the US--and her new
label of 'Middle Eastern,' an identity she's never known before. But this
life also brings unexpected surprises--there are new friends, a whole
new family, and a school musical that Jude just might try out for. Maybe
America, too, is a place where Jude can be seen as she really is.

 

Click on book cover to link to Sora ebook
and audiobook, if available. 

https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-the%20only%20black%20girls%20in%20town%20colbert/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-tight%20torrey/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-save%20me%20a%20seat%20weeks/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-other%20words%20for%20home%20warga/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
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The Mysterious Disappearance of Aidan S (as told to his
brother), by David Levithan
Aidan disappeared for six days. Six agonizing days of searches and police
and questions and constant vigils. Then, just as suddenly as he vanished,
Aidan reappears. Where has he been? The story he tells is simply. . .
impossible. But it's the story Aidan is sticking to.

City Spies, by James Ponti
Sara Martinez is facing years in the juvenile detention system for hacking
into the foster care computer system to prove that her foster parents are
crooks. But then she gets a second chance when a mysterious man offers
her a chance to join a group of MI6 affiliated spies.

The Great Greene Heist, by Varian Johnson
Jackson Greene has a reputation as a prankster at Maplewood Middle
School, but after the last disaster he is trying to go straight--but when it
looks like Keith Sinclair may steal the election for school president from
Jackson's former best friend Gabriela, he assembles a team to make
sure Keith does not succeed.

 

Framed, by James Ponti
In Washington, D.C., twelve-year-old Florian Bates, a
consulting detective for the FBI, and his best friend
Margaret help thwart the biggest art heist in United
States history.

 

The Inheritance Games, by Jennifer Barnes
When a Connecticut teenager inherits vast wealth and an eccentric estate
from the richest man in Texas, she must also live with his surviving family
and solve a series of puzzles to discover how she earned her inheritance.

It Wasn't Me, by Dana Levy
When Theo's photography project is vandalized, the five
students nearby all claim it was not them, so Theo's
favorite teacher suggests they all spend vacation week
together and get to the truth

 

The Girl In the White Van, by April Henry
Sixteen-year-old Savannah Taylor is abducted after her kung fu class and
must figure out how to escape and rescue fellow prisoner Jenny Dowd.

https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-the%20mysterious%20disappearance%20of%20aidan%20s/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-the%20inheritance%20games%20barnes/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-city%20spies%20james%20ponti/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-the%20great%20greene%20heist%20varian/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-framed%20james%20ponti/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-it%20wasn't%20me%20dana%20levy/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-the%20girl%20in%20the%20white%20van%20henry/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1


Armstrong and Charlie, by Steven Frank
During the pilot year of a Los Angeles school system integration program,
two sixth grade boys, one black, one white, become best friends as they
learn to cope with everything from first crushes and playground politics to
the loss of loved ones and racial prejudice in the 1970s.

When the Berlin Wall went up, Gerta, her mother, and her brother Fritz
were trapped on the eastern side where they were living, while her father,
and her other brother Dominic were in the West. Four years later, now
twelve, Gerta sees her father on a viewing platform on the western side and
realizes he wants her to risk her life trying to tunnel to freedom.

 

Show Me a Sign, by Anne Clare LeZolle
It is 1805 and Mary Lambert has always felt safe among the deaf
community of Chilmark on Martha's Vineyard where practically everyone
communicates in a shared sign language, but recent events have shattered
her life.

Everything Sad is Untrue, by Daniel Nayeri
Daniel expertly weaves together tales of his family from ancient Persia,
stories of his young life in Iran, and his current life as “the weird kid” in rural
Oklahoma.
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A Night Divided, by Jennifer Nielsen

This Light Between Us, by Andrew Fukuda
In 1935, ten-year-old Alex Maki of Bainbridge Island, Washington, is
horrified to discover that his new pen pal, Charlie Levy of Paris, France, is a
girl. In spite of his initial reluctance, their letters continue over the years
and they fight for their friendship even as Charlie endures the Nazi
occupation and Alex leaves his family in an internment camp and joins the
Army.

Peacemaker, by Joseph Bruchac
A twelve-year-old Iroquois boy rethinks his calling
after witnessing the arrival of a mystical figure with
a message of peace in this historical novel based
on the creation of the Iroquois Confederacy.

The Night Diary, by Veera Hirandani
Shy twelve-year-old Nisha, forced to flee her
home with her Hindu family during the 1947
partition of India, tries to find her voice and make
sense of the world falling apart around her by
writing to her deceased Muslim mother in the
pages of her diary.

https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-everything%20sad%20is%20untrue/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-this%20light%20between%20us%20fukuda/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-armstrong%20and%20charlie/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-show%20me%20a%20sign/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-a%20night%20divided%20nielsen/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-peacemaker%20bruchac/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-the%20night%20diary%20hiranandani/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
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Hoodoo, by Ronald Smith
In 1930s Alabama, twelve-year-old Hoodoo Hatcher is the only member
of his family who seems unable to practice folk magic, but when a
mysterious man called the Stranger puts the entire town at risk from his
black magic, Hoodoo must learn to conjure to defeat him.

The Night Gardener, by Jonathan Auxier
Irish orphans Molly, fourteen, and Kip, ten, travel to England to work as
servants in a crumbling manor house where nothing is quite what it
seems to be, and soon the siblings are confronted by a mysterious
stranger and secrets of the cursed house.

 

Thornhill, by Pam Smy
Parallel stories set in different times, one told in prose and
one in pictures, converge as a girl unravels the mystery of
the abandoned Thornhill Institute next door.
1982: Mary is a lonely orphan at the Thornhill Institute For
Children at the very moment that it's shutting its doors.
When her few friends are all adopted or re-homed and
she's left to face a volatile bully alone, her revenge will
have a lasting effect on the bully, on Mary, and on Thornhill
itself.
2017: Ella has just moved to a new town where she knows
no one. From her room on the top floor of her new home,
she has a perfect view of the dilapidated, abandoned
Thornhill Institute across the way, where she glimpses a
girl in the window. Determined to befriend the girl and
solidify the link between them, Ella resolves to unravel
Thornhill's shadowy past.

Hide and Seeker, by Daka Hermon
Something is wrong with twelve-year-old Zee, who has returned after a
year's absence; nobody knows where he was or what happened to him,
but now he is distracted and violent, freaking out when he sees his
friends, Justin, Nia, and Lyric, playing an odd game of hide-and-seek, and
talking wildly about some danger that is approaching. Soon his friends
are pulled into a shadowy world ruled by a monstrous, shape-shifting
Seeker, forced to play a terrifying game of hide-and-seek where they will
have to confront their worst nightmares in order to find their way home.

https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-hoodoo%20smith/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-hide%20and%20seeker%20hermon/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-the%20night%20gardener%20auxier/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-thornhill%20smy/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1


Shuri, by Nic Stone
Follows Shuri as she sets out on a quest to save
her homeland of Wakanda.

When Neverfell, who has no memory,
arrives in Caverna, her facial expressions
make her very dangerous to the people
who live with blank faces or pay dearly to
learn to simulate emotions.

Minrs, by Kevin Sylvester
Twelve-year-old Christopher Nichols and his family live on a new
planet, Perses, as colonists of Melming Mining's Great Mission to save
the earth. When Landers, as the attackers are called, obliterate the
colony to steal the metal and raw ore, Christopher and a small group
of survivors are forced into the maze of mining tunnels below the
surface of Perses.

 

Bloom, by Kenneth Oppel
The invasion begins--but not as you'd expect. It begins with rain. Rain
that carries seeds. Seeds that sprout--overnight, everywhere. These new
plants take over crop fields, twine up houses, and burrow below streets.
They bloom--and release toxic pollens. They bloom--and form Venus
flytrap-like pods that swallow animals and people. They bloom--
everywhere, unstoppable. Or are they? 
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Skyhunter, by Marie Lu
Talin is a Striker, a member of an elite fighting force that stands as the
last defense for Mara, the only free nation in the world, but when a
mysterious prisoner is brought from the front to Mara's capital, Talin
senses there is more to him than meets the eye.

 

A Face Like Glass, by Frances Hardinge

Masterminds, by Gordan Korman
Tiny Serenity, New Mexico, is idyllic as it gets—everyone has a job and a
home, the kids are well behaved, and the genial community spirit is
intoxicating. Sure, it’s boring, and it’s suspicious that a town of 185
people has its own helicopter-equipped security force, but 13-year-old
Eli is content. That is, until his misbehaving friend Randy gets sent away.
Eli’s sure there’s something screwy going on, and his suspicions are
confirmed when he and his friends investigate.
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The Total Eclipse of Nestor Lopez, by Adrianna Cuevas

A Cuban-American boy must use his ability to communicate with
animals to save the inhabitants of his town when they are
threatened by a witch that transforms into animals.

Seraphina, by Rachel Hartman
In a world where dragons and humans coexist in an
uneasy truce and dragons can assume human form,
Seraphina, whose mother died giving birth to her,
grapples with her own identity amid magical secrets
and royal scandals, while she struggles to accept and
develop her extraordinary musical talents.

A Wish in the Dark, by Christina Soontornvat
All light in Chattana is created by one man--the Governor, who
appeared after the Great Fire to bring peace and order to the city. For
Pong, who was born in Namwon Prison, the magical lights represent
freedom, and he dreams of the day he will be able to walk among
them. But when Pong escapes from prison, he realizes that the world
outside is no fairer than the one behind bars. Nok, the prison
warden's perfect daughter, is bent on tracking Pong down and
restoring her family's good name. But as Nok hunts Pong through the
alleys and canals of Chattana, she uncovers secrets that make her
question the truths she has always held dear.

The Novice, by Taran Matharu
When blacksmith apprentice Fletcher discovers that he has the ability to
summon demons from another world, he travels to Adept Military
Academy where must decide where his loyalties lie. The fate of an
empire is in his hands.

Maya and the Rising Dark, by Rena Barron
A twelve-year-old girl discovers her father is the keeper of the gateway
between our world and The Dark, and when he goes missing she'll
need to unlock her own powers and fight a horde of spooky creatures
set on starting a war.

https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-total%20eclipse%20of%20nestor%20lopez/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-a%20wish%20in%20the%20dark%20soontornvat/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-seraphina%20hartman/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-the%20novice%20matharu/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1
https://soraapp.com/library/monroebocesny/search/query-maya%20and%20the%20rising%20dark/libraries-754,310089,221,37/page-1


An adaptation of the biography of
September 11 hero Welles Crowther that
traces his faith-based outlook on life,
position as a volunteer in his local fire
department, and desire to join the FDNY,
and how he sacrificed his life to save
people trapped in the South Tower.

Unsinkable : from Russian orphan to Paralympic swimming world champion, 
by Jessica Long
This is the photo-illustrated autobiography of an extraordinary young woman who was
born in Russia, adopted by an amazing family in Maryland, had both legs amputated
below the knee due to a birth defect, and found her passion in swimming, becoming a
professional athlete who won 23 medals (13 gold) over a career that spanned 16 years
and 4 Paralympics.

 

Call Me American (adapted for young adults), by Abdi Iftin
Adapted from the adult memoir, this gripping and acclaimed story follows one boy's journey
into young adulthood, against the backdrop of civil war and his ultimate immigration to
America, in search of a better life. Abdi shares every part of his journey, and his courageous
account reminds readers that everyone deserves the chance to build a brighter future for
themselves.

 

The Red Bandanna, by Tom Rinaldi

NONFICTION
AND
BIOGRAPHY

Stamped : racism, antiracism, and you, by Jason Reynolds and Dr. Ibram X. Kendi
A history of racist and antiracist ideas in America, from their roots in Europe until today,
adapted from National Book Award winner "Stamped from the Beginning".

Bee Fearless Dream Like a Kid, by Mikaila Ulmer
A business memoir from fifteen year-old lemonade entrepreneur and one of TIME
Magazine's Top 30 Most Influential Teens, Mikaila Ulmer, and her advice for life and business.  
Mikaila shares her personal journey and special brand of mindful entrepreneurship and
offers helpful tips and guidance for young readers interested in pursuing their own ventures,
instilling in them the bee-lief that they can bee fearless and achieve their dreams too.

Click on book cover to link to Sora ebook
and audiobook, if available. 
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Life in Motion : an unlikely ballerina, by Misty
Copeland
Misty Copeland describes her life, ballet training, and
becoming the only African-American soloist at the
American Ballet Theatre (ABT). Much of the nation has
been captured by her power and grace as a principal
dancer for the ABT, an incredible accomplishment made
all the more notable because she’s the first African-
American to hold the position.

Proud : living my American dream, by Ibtihaj Muhammad
Ibtihaj Muhammad, an Olympic medalist in fencing and the first Muslim woman to
represent the U.S. in international competition, explores identity, her path to the 2016
Olympics, and their intersection in this eye-opening memoir adapted for young readers.

It's Trevor Noah : Born a Crime : stories from a South African childhood 
 (adapted for young readers), by Trevor Noah
Looks at the life of South African comedian, writer, producer, political commentator, actor,
and television host, Trevor Noah.  The young readers' adaptation utilizes South Africa's
colonial and apartheid histories as background context, offering keen insight into the
diversity of South African culture, such as its many languages. Readers will appreciate
Noah's comedic wit and timing during the good, bad and ugly times of his upbringing

All thirteen : the incredible cave rescue of the Thai boys' soccer team, 
by Christina Soontornvat
An in-depth account of a harrowing real-life mission that succeeds against all odds. This
book logs the 18 days that elapsed in the summer of 2018 as 12 boys—all members of
the Wild Boars soccer team—and their coach were trapped inside Tham Luang Nang
Non, or the Cave of the Sleeping Lady, after it flooded in northern Thailand. The world
watched as a daring rescue ensued.

The Family Romanov : murder, rebellion, & the fall of imperial Russia,
by Candace Fleming
Award-winning author Fleming crafts an exciting narrative from this complicated history and
its intriguing personalities. It is full of rich details about the Romanovs, insights into figures
such as Vladimir Lenin and firsthand accounts from ordinary Russians affected by the
tumultuous events. A variety of photographs adds a solid visual dimension, while the
meticulous research supports but never upstages the tale. A remarkable human story, told
with clarity and confidence.
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