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Bierce, Ambrose 

Ghost and Horror Stories of Ambrose Bierce 
 

Born in 1842, Bierce fought in the Civil War before deciding to become a 

writer. Rather than in haunted houses, his supernatural stories take place in 

haunted souls. His stories have been read for generations and he has influenced 

horror writers who have followed. Three different film versions have been 

made of his best known story, An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge. 

 

Connelly, Michael, editor.   

In the Shadow of the Master: Classic Tales by Edgar Allan Poe and 

Essays by Jeffery Deaver, Nelson DeMille, Tess Gerritsen, Sue Grafton, 

Stephen King, Laura Lippman, Lisa Scottoline and Thirteen Others 
(2009)  

 

To mark the 200
th
 anniversary of the birth of Edgar Allan Poe, 16 of his best 

tales are included here along with 20 essays from well known authors on how 

Poe has affected their lives and work. 

Jackson, Shirley 

The Haunting of Hill House (1959)  

 

A psychological study as well as a horror tale, this classic by Brighton High 

School graduate Jackson tells the story of a psychic researcher who invites 

three others for a stay at a house with reported supernatural activities. One of 

the guests seems to arouse the dark energies of the house. The film The 

Haunting was based on this book. 

 

James, Henry 

The Turn of the Screw (1898)  

 

This novella by U.S. born British author James tells the tale of a young 

governess sent to a country estate to care for two orphans. When she begins to 

see apparitions of two deceased servants, she fears for the safety of the 

children whom she assumes also see them. 

 

Levin, Ira.  

The Stepford Wives (1972)  
 

There is something unsettling about living in Stepford, Connecticut - women 

happily stay at home, do housework, and have no time to socialize - men 

attend Men's Association meetings in the evening. What is going on there? 

Joanna, a suspicious newcomer to town, comes up with a chilling explanation. 

This is an American popular culture classic, both in print and on the screen. 

 

 

Lovecraft, H. P. 

Tales 
 

Said to be the successor to Edgar Allan Poe as the master of "weird fiction", 

22 of Lovecraft's tales are brought together in one volume. They represent the 

best of his fiction and include stories that blur the line between reality and 

dream, as well as those based on his idea of how extraterrestrials invade and 

distort humans' view of reality. 

 

Poe, Edgar Allan 

Nevermore: Prose and Poems by Edgar Allan Poe  
 

This collection of selected stories and poems by Poe was 

published as part of Writers and Books’ and the National 

Endowment for the Arts’ Big Read program held in  

October 2009.  

 

Shelley, Mary 

Frankenstein (1831)  

 

Written by 19 year old Mary Shelley in response to a challenge by Lord Byron, 

this classic tale of Frankenstein’s monster is still relevant and entertaining. 

Good vintage horror to enjoy for the first time or to rediscover. 

 

Stoker, Bram 

Dracula (1897)  

 

Long before there was Twilight, there was Dracula, the aristocratic vampire 

who preyed upon the unsuspecting from his crumbling castle in Transylvania. 

 

Wilde, Oscar 

The Picture of Dorian Gray (1891)  

 

Scandalous when it was written in 1890, Oscar Wilde’s only novel tells the 

story of Dorian Gray, an extremely handsome young man who sells his soul to 

remain as beautiful as he appears in his portrait. Over the next 18 years, he 

becomes the embodiment of the idle rich’s ideas of art and beauty, and 

ultimately of hedonism and debauchery. While Dorian remains outwardly 

magnificent, each sin manifests itself as a disfiguring mark upon his portrait. A 

classic example of gothic horror fiction. 
 

 

Or try a recent award winner! 

Bram Stoker Awards – Nominees and Winners: 

http://www.thebramstokerawards.com/uncategorized/wi

nners-nominees/  

Edgar Allan Poe (The Edgar) Awards: 

http://www.theedgars.com/ 
 

http://www.thebramstokerawards.com/uncategorized/winners-nominees/
http://www.thebramstokerawards.com/uncategorized/winners-nominees/
http://www.theedgars.com/


 

 

NON-FICTION 
 

Ackroyd, Peter 

Poe: a Life Cut Short (2008) 

This biography explores Poe's literary accomplishments against the 

background of his erratic, dramatic, and sometimes sordid life. 

 

Boyer, Cindy 

Ghost Walk: Chilling Tales from Rochester’s Past (2004) 

In this collection of tales, Cindy Boyer writes thirteen 19
th
 century ghost 

stories taken from newspaper reports, vintage photographs, diaries and letters 

within the Rochester area. Even if you don’t believe in ghosts or haunted 

spirits, if you like local history this is an October selection for you. 

 

Hoobler, Dorothy 

The Monsters: Mary Shelley and the Curse of Frankenstein (2006) 

A biographical sketch of the author of Frankenstein that draws parallels 

between Shelley’s life and her most famous creation. 

 

 

Winfield, Mason with John Koerner, Reverend Tim Shaw and                  

Rob Lockhart 

Haunted Rochester: A Supernatural History of the Lower Genesee 
(2008) 

Haunted Rochester is a book that will surely entertain Rochester readers. Find 

out about the ghost legends that exist in our area. Discover which buildings in 

town have spirits and creak in the night. A fun, vintage horror book for 

Halloween. 
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